
HAMPTON WICK ASSOCIATION 

 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FOR 2020/21 

 

Given the circumstances, I am keeping this report short. 

 

In terms of membership, the Association is in a healthy state. As at the time of 

writing, there are over 170 memberships that will be current as at 31 March 2021. 

Each membership is for a household and so can comprise a number of individuals. 

 

In terms of Association activity, it goes without saying that none of the events that 

would usually feature in Hampton Wick’s calendar happened in 2020/21. These 

included the Association’s AGM which was cancelled at short notice on 16 March 

2020, the date on which it was due to be held. Notwithstanding this, the Association 

has continued to operate as usual so far as possible. Those who were members of the 

Committee at the time of the planned AGM have continued to meet on a monthly 

basis by Zoom. The Association has adopted a “keep calm and carry on” approach 

and will continue to do so until normality resumes. 

 

We have focussed on a number of campaigns. These have included: opposing car 

parking charges in Bushy Park; a renewed Shop Local campaign and trying to secure 

improvements to St John’s Place (aka Christmas Square) and Shaws Path by working 

with the Council. Inevitably, progress has been slow on the latter improvements as a 

result of coronavirus, making, for example, site visits difficult. We did, however, 

manage to get a replacement Christmas tree with lights in St John’s Place in time for 

25 December and also got a record 45 Christmas trees with lights up all along the 

High Street. 

 

Our biggest project remains the refurbishment of the Bullen Hall. Unsurprisingly, the 

pandemic delayed the scheduled works but, at the time of writing, these are about to 

begin so that the hall is refurbished in time to be used as our polling station on 6 May 

2021. 

 

One of the things that the pandemic has revealed is the value of the Association’s 

communications platforms. Through our websites, e-mail news, targeted e-mails and 

Twitter account, we have been able to provide useful information, particularly about 

initiatives supporting people through the pandemic. There is a lot of information out 

there and we have tried to strike a balance, sending messages about the most 

important things. As well as electronic communication, we have made use of our 

three noticeboards and, just before Christmas, produced a paper newsletter/magazine. 

This was very well received and we hope to produce another of these in the near 

future, this time limiting distribution to members only. 

 

It remains only for me to thank all members of the associations for continuing to 

support the Association, all the members of committee for their help and contribution 

throughout this difficult year and our ward Councillors their help. 

 

Mark Merrington 

 

March 2021 


