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MINUTES OF THE FIFTY SIXTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF 
THE HAMPTON WICK ASSOCIATION 

HELD AT BULLEN HALL, HAMPTON WICK 
on Thursday 22 March 2018 at 7.30pm 

 
 
 
Present:     
CHAIRMAN   Mark Merrington 
TREASURER   Carol Dukes  
 
and other members, including committee members, totalling 22. 
 
Apologies: Jenny Bourne, Christina Gore, Geraldine Locke, Tania Mathias, Fraser 
Wilson. 
 
The Chairman opened the formal meeting by welcoming everyone.  
 
Minutes of the 55th Annual General Meeting 
 
The Chairman mentioned two small corrections to the minutes of last year’s AGM: a 
“he” that should have been a “the” and the correction of Jeroen Vonk’s surname.  
The minutes were then proposed for acceptance by Elizabeth Foster and seconded 
by Chris Drayson.  They were approved by the meeting and signed by the Chairman. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Carol Dukes introduced the accounts.  She noted that the Association had made a 
surplus of £1,461.  The Christmas lights and carols evening made a deficit of only 
£158 compared with a deficit of more than £900 in previous years.  This was due to a 
reduction in the amount of lighting commissioned.   
 
Main sources of income were Grants from the council (totalling £3,750) and HWA 
memberships and donations (£1,885 up from £687 in 2016). 
 
Main items of expenditure were Christmas lights (£1,658), insurance (£455) and 
plants for the Library gardens (£531). 
 
It was noted that both income and expenditure were inflated by £2,000 due to the 
Gosling Foundations donations to Richmond in Bloom being handled through the 
HWA bank account. 
 
Account details are: 
     Lloyds  NS&I  PayPal 
Opening balances   £1,866.98 £3,946.05 £192.58 
Income during the year  £8,626.59 £     18.60 £189.33 
Expenditure during the year            £7,373.11 
 
Closing balances   £3,120.46 £3,964.65 £381.91 
 
Surplus for the year       £ 1,461.41 
 
Total closing cash position  £7,467.02 
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The above figure includes £450.82 held on behalf of the Friends of Hampton Wick 
Library. 
 
Friends of HW Library funds  £    326.05 (brought forward) 
Income taken in 2016   £    452.00 (memberships, donations, events) 
HWA contribution from grants £    817.53 
Expenditure in 2016   £ 1,146.76 
Balance    £    450.82 
 
Adoption of the accounts was proposed by Iain Burgess, seconded by Catherine van 
de Broek, and approved by the meeting. 
 
Report and Adoption of independent examiner 
 
David Harnden reported his satisfaction with the accounts.  He agreed to be 
proposed as independent examiner for the accounts for the forthcoming year and this 
was proposed by Nick Baylis, seconded by Chris Drayson, and approved by the 
meeting. 
 
Chairman’s Report 
 
The Chairman said that, before the evening started, the Association had 122 
subscriptions.  This compared to just 66 subscriptions at the AGM last year and was 
much more in line with what would be expected.  Almost all subscriptions were full 
members, i.e. people who live or work in the Wick, with a negligible number of 
associate members from outside the Wick. 
 
In the course of this year, both Bob Patten and Mehi Nabe had moved out of 
Hampton Wick and, as a result, had come off the committee.  Happily, Mehi had 
returned and would return to the committee.  This meant that the committee was now 
about as small in terms of numbers as it could be – and the same names would 
feature repeatedly in the course of the Chairman’s review.  Obviously, this meant that 
the Association could do less and so new blood was needed. 
 
The Chairman began by running through events organised by the Association in 
2017/18. 
 
The year had begun with a talk on 5 April, shortly after the previous AGM, by Roland 
Wales, the biographer of R.C Sherriff.  This was a Friends of the Library event, 
whose efforts would be mentioned several times in the Chairman’s review, and 
particular thanks were given to Carol Dukes and Mark Buckley.  The talk by Roland 
Wales had been a really fascinating evening.  The Chairman said that, if anyone 
wanted to buy a copy of the biography, the Association had one left. 
 
This had been followed as usual by Chestnut Sunday on 12 May.  The Association 
had some of the display of R.C. Sherriff from the library, organised by the Friends to 
tie in with the Roland Wales talk.  New members had been recruited and Ray Elmitt’s 
and Paul Barnfield’s history books had been on sale.  Chestnut Sunday will be on 6 
May this year – earlier than usual.  Invaluable help had been provided by Jenny 
Bourne, Fraser Wilson and Catherine van den Broek. 
 
June saw not one but two events.  The Fish and Chips Quiz Night had been held in 
the Cricket Club and had been, as usual, very successful.  Particular thanks were 
due given to David Rees, the quizmaster, Fraser Wilson, who organised the Fish and 
Chips and Hampton Wick Royal Cricket Club for letting us hold it there again.  There 
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will be another later in the year, probably early autumn, because, there is now 
another regular event in June – the Hampton Wick Big Picnic.  Last year’s event on 
12 June had been much more successful than our first event with better weather.  Sir 
Vince Cable had made a welcome appearance.  The whole event was organised 
jointly by the Association had worked with St John’s Church and the Friends of the 
Kings Field to hold a Big Picnic.  Particular thanks were given to Mario Marczuk of 
Pistachios and Penny Miller of St John’s and to Jenny Bourne and Carol Dukes who 
liaise with them on behalf of the Association.  The event is being held year on 10 
June – and it was hoped that it will be better still. 
 
In the autumn, the Remembrance Sunday Service and its parade, organised by St 
John’s, with the support of many others from across the community.  It was, as 
always, very well attended.  Particular thanks were given to Chris Drayson who 
throughout the year monitors the state of the War Memorial Gardens and to Fraser 
Wilson who laid the wreath on behalf of the Association in my absence.  
 
The Friends of the Library also organised a talk by the Chairman’s wife, Alison 
Merrington, on the First World War and the year 1917.  There was a strong 
expectation that there will be a 1918/end of the Great War talk later in the year.  The 
Friends of the Library had also organised an autumn themed exhibition of literary 
quote and appropriately seasonal photographs entitled “Hedgehogs to Hearthrugs, 
Pumpkins to Pepys - Autumn into Winter".  This comes down this Saturday and there 
will be a new exhibition in due course entitled “The Royal Paddocks Allotments- 
Hampton Wick’s hidden secret”. 
 
In December, the Association got some Christmas lights up on some of the 
lampposts in the High Street.  There had been comments that they were a bit 
disappointing – but they were the best that could be achieved with the budget 
available to the Association: without the Association, there would be only what 
businesses or private houses put up.  Logistically, the lights this year had been much 
easier to organise than the Christmas trees that we’ve had in previous years.  
 
For the Christmas carols evening, there had been wet weather on the day which 
thankfully eased off, and, once again, members of the Fulham Brass Band had 
provided the accompaniment.  The event was without the 1926 Rolls Royce Silver 
Ghost this year – it had had a mishap with its fuel tank – but it was hoped that it will 
be back in action this year.  There had been an absolutely brilliant and authentic 
Father Christmas whom Catherine Van den Broek had managed to locate 
somewhere between the North Pole and the Wick.  Catherine and her husband, 
Jeroen, had also been in charge of the hot chestnuts.  Particular thanks were due, as 
ever, to Chris Drayson - Santa's little helper – who had organised presents for the 
children.  Thanks were given to all of them and to everyone else who had helped on 
the night: Nick Baylis, Jenny Bourne, Mark Buckley, Carol Dukes, Catherine van den 
Broek and Fraser Wilson.  A real team effort.  This year’s would be on 20 December. 
 
The Association had supported the second Christmas craft fair held by St John’s and 
organised by Deborah Miller.  The Association had had a book stand which 
showcased local authors.  This event was the natural successor to the craft fairs that 
the Association used to organise at The White Hart. 
 
The run up to the AGM was always quiet but the Chairman mentioned the Village 
Planning Question Time event held at Teddington School on 1 February.  The 
Chairman said that he Association was behind the idea of Village Planning but 
sensitive to being lumped in with Teddington.  At the event, however, Hampton Wick 
had been very well represented.  The Chairman emphasised that the Association had 
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excellent relations with the Teddington Society and worked well with it on matters 
such as Crossrail 2, Heathrow expansion, Quietways, Ham Hydro etc. 
 
The Chairman moved onto campaigns. 
 
LBRuT consulted on extending the CPZ to Sundays but the majority of people were 
not in favour.  The Council was taking some more targeted measures in particular 
areas and we’ve worked with the Council on these to try to get the balance right.  The 
Chairman emphasised that because a perception seems to have grown up that the 
position of the Association is skewed and it wants parking restrictions for the sake of 
them, out of line with what local business wants.  That is not the case.  Our original 
objection was that our streets were being clogged up by Kingston shoppers using 
Hampton Wick as a free car park, particularly on Sundays.  What the Association 
wants is for there to be parking spaces available for residents and for people visiting 
Hampton Wick, including those supporting our businesses and restaurants. 
 
The fact that parking was on the agenda at all is down to the influence of the 
Association.  As the local elections approached, it was interesting to see how things 
that the Association had made a noise about in the past have been picked up by the 
politicians.  The Chairman mentioned as examples: 
 

• Lifts at Hampton Wick station 

• Road safety/traffic calming measures 

• A direct bus to Richmond 

• The ability to use the recycling centre in Kingston rather than having to drive 
to Kew. 

 
Having mentioned the elections, it seems appropriate to mention that two of our 
councillors, Gareth Evans and Geraldine Locke, are standing down.  Gareth has 
been our councillor for 12 years whilst Geraldine faces the excitement of relocating to 
Indianapolis.  Having councillors who are supportive of the Association and with 
whom the Association has good links is really important and the Association looked 
forward to working with their successors.  The Chairman then thanked both 
councillors for their work over the years and all the assistance that they had provided 
to the Association. 
 
On the planning front, the Chairman said that he was not going to single out anything 
in particular but just note that the Association continues to monitor applications on an 
on-going basis and, where appropriate, comment on them.  Particular thanks were 
given to Nick Baylis for all his efforts and expertise in relation to planning. 
 
Last year, Hampton Wick entered the Village in Bloom competition.  Chris Drayson 
led this and, with support from the St John’s, the Allotments, the Friends of the 
Library and The Foresters and The White Hart (both of which always have good 
displays).  Our efforts were rewarded with a Silver Merit Award.  That was a really 
good result: there were 8 entries from across the borough and a “Silver” put us in the 
upper half which was a fantastic achievement when the competition includes Barnes 
and Kew. 
 
On the general appearance of the village, the Friends of the Library have continued 
with its Sunday gardening gang, usually on the last Sunday of each month.  The next 
is on 25 March at 11am and anyone is welcome to turn up.  There had also been a 
proposal from Roger Hall, a former committee member, to try to organise some litter 
picking/general tidying sessions.  Our friends at the Teddington Society have done 
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this sort of thing for a number of years.  The Association was at the stage of trying to 
ascertain how many other people might be interested in joining with Roger and there 
had been a piece in the latest e-mail news.  Anyone interested in this initiative should 
contact the Chairman. 
 
In the course of the year the Association also announced a campaign to save our 
characterful street name signs.  The original plan was simple: the Association 
thought we’d give them a lick of paint but subsequently discovered that professional 
restoration is essential to preserve them for the future.  Thanks to Mark Buckley, 
there had been a thorough audit of all signs along with the era to which they belong: 
all 95 street signs in Hampton Wick can be viewed on the Association’s website.  
There are 10 very old cast iron signs and 5 signs from the Borough of Twickenham 
era which had been identified for preservation and potential restoration.  The plan to 
move this project forward after the local elections – as Council support is essential – 
and the Association needed to think about funding.  The Chairman invited anyone 
who would like to get involved with this project in any way to contact the Association. 
 
Finally, the Chairman mentioned communications.  The Association also continued to 
maintain its three notice boards and the Association’s excellent website (and many 
other excellent websites including Hampton Wick Remembers and the Friends of the 
Library) and the e-mail news service continued to be down to Carol Dukes and Mark 
Buckley.  Following last year’s meeting, we’d increased the regularity of our e-mail 
news and also produced a bumper paper newsletter.  We’re aiming to produce 
another paper newsletter soon – but producing them is time consuming, with most of 
the burden being shouldered by Mark Buckley.  The Chairman asked for anyone 
interested in helping with the newsletter to get in touch with him. 
 
Membership Fees Resolution 
 
The Chairman mentioned that, aside from the fact that membership fees having 
remained static for many years, on line subscription was increasingly popular.  The 
Association used PayPal for this service which takes a small cut from the amount 
paid.  Previously, the Association had compensated for this by charging a small extra 
amount – for example £5.30 rather than £5 for people who joined on line.  This 
practice had been rendered unlawful by legislation earlier in the year and this had 
prompted the decision to raise fees. 
 
Maria McManus asked whether raising fees would not just mean that PayPal got a 
bigger cut.  The Chairman explained that PayPal took a small percentage – so the 
increase would have the effect of ensuring that the Association would get more 
(rather than, as now, less) than £5 per each individual who subscribed at the 
proposed new £6 rate.  PayPal’s increased cut would be relatively small by 
comparison. 
 
The following resolution was proposed by Nick Baylis, seconded by David Harnden 
and passed unanimously by the meeting. 
 

 “that the fees be increased to £22 for business members, £12 for families, £6 
for individuals, and £4 for concessions”. 
 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
Resignations: 
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Bob Patten had already stood down from the committee.  All other committee 
members were presenting themselves for re-election. 
 
Elections: 
 
Elizabeth Foster proposed and Maria McManus seconded Mark Merrington to 
continue as Chair.  He was elected unanimously. 
 
Nick Baylis nominated Carol Dukes as Treasurer and Chris Drayson seconded.  
Fraser Wilson was nominated as Secretary by Mehi Nabe and seconded by Iain 
Burgess.  They too were elected unanimously by the meeting. 
 
The other Committee members offering to continue (Nick Baylis, Jenny Bourne, 
Catherine van den Broek, Mark Buckley and Mehi Nabe) were nominated by David 
Harnden, seconded by Steve Collins and also elected unanimously. 
 
Any Other Business 
 
Maria McManus reported that a glossy brochure was being distributed door-to-door 
purporting to be from a residents’ group supporting the proposed development on 
Udney Park playing field.  A number of people suggested that the brochure was 
actually from, or supported by, the developers.  It was noted that the planning 
application had been submitted one week earlier. 
 
A question was raised about the proposed hydro project at Teddington Lock.  The 
meeting was informed that the proposal had been rejected by planners. 
 
Crossrail 2 is currently under another period of consultation.  One proposal is to have 
a turnback (via an additional siding) between Hampton Wick and Teddington. 
 
Iain Burgess asked about the proposal to replace retail units on the High Street with 
more residential development.  The HWA has already submitted comments to the 
council and will continue to monitor. 
 
Steve Collins and Maria McManus brought to the meeting’s attention two important 
consultations on Heathrow Expansion and on Airspace Consultation Principles which 
are closing soon.  It was agreed that the HWA would publicise the deadlines via its 
Twitter feed. 
 
Iain Burgess asked whether it was still appropriate for the HWA to offer Associate 
Membership rather than making Full Membership available to all, regardless of where 
people live.  Mark Merrington reported that there are very few Associate Members 
and it was agreed that a proposal to abolish Associate Membership status would be 
considered at next year’s AGM. 
 
Robin Bell reported that Room for Work had won the Richmond Business Award for 
Best Charity or Social Enterprise 2017. 
 
A question was raised about the effectiveness of the council’s Planning Enforcement 
department with reference to the large hole in the ground behind Priya’s CTN, the 
continued marketing of the flats over the old Sanho’s/Rose & Crown for which no 
planning permission has been granted and the erection of porches on the High Street 
in advance of a planning permission decision.  The chairman reported that some 
progress had been made in the case of the porches. 
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Maria McManus reported that she had rescued the old Rose & Crown pub sign from 
the building site and offered it to the HWA for restoration and public display.  Iain 
Burgess commented that the inaugural meeting of the HWA took place in the function 
room of the Rose & Crown. 
 
It was noted that there is a campaign to have lifts installed at the station under the 
2019 Transport for London funding round rather than waiting for Crossrail 2. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.30pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed ......................................................................    Date .................................... 


