
2 February 2022 

By Email 

To: Cllrs Robin Brown, Jim Millard, Petra Fleming, Martin Elengorn 

 

Dear Councillors 

There have been a lot of objections and negative observations to the latest Application 

(21/3042/VRC put on the Planning Portal on 14.01.22) for the Firs (Church Grove,Hampton Wick) via 

the Portal. Something that is easy to miss (and unfortunately a lot has been missed in the previous 

applications) is this statement in the introduction to the Parking Survey dated September 2021 by 

Kronen specialist development transport planning ‘The developer is seeking to avoid a legal 

restriction that future occupants with exception of disabled occupants would be ineligible for on-

street parking permits.’ 

Parking, or lack of it, is a highly contentious and sensitive planning issue in Hampton Wick. For The 

Firs, many think that the Borough were naïve in accepting a modest £50,000 towards affordable 

housing seemingly in return for no longer requiring the onsite underground parking as consented. 

Along with other issues we are being asked how this developer seems to have got special treatment 

for this and other matters when compared to other applications in the area, as well as to formal 

policy. 

To quote the draft Local Plan* (Richmond Local Plan - Regulation 18):  

‘Policy 48. Vehicular Parking standards, Cycle Parking, Servicing and Construction Logistics 

Management 

A.     The Council will require new developments to make provision for the accommodation of 

vehicles to provide for the needs of the development while minimising the impact of car-

based travel including on the operation of the road network and local environment and 

ensuring making the best use of land.’ 

It then goes on to say- 

‘E. Car-Free Developments 

F. Car-free developments may be appropriate where: 

1. The public transport accessibility level (PTAL) is 3 or above 

2. Off-street disabled vehicular parking can be provided in accordance with standards set out as per 

part A above. 

3. Cycle parking can be provided in accordance with the minimum standards set out in the London 

Plan. 

4. The development is in a controlled parking zone and the applicant is prepared to enter into a 

legal agreement which excludes all occupants from vehicular parking permits within this, including 

season tickets in Council-managed car parks.’ 

There is no reason why the Firs should be treated any differently with regards to the requirements 

of the present and future town planning policies.  



Apart from the need to uphold planning consents as approved, should there be any deviation from 

this then:  

1.      Existing developments currently without the right to apply for parking permits (and 

there are quite a few) will legitimately expect the rules to change for them and the Borough 

would struggle not to grant such rights (albeit possibly at Appeal). Once a precedent - such 

as The Firs, here- is set then it is relatively easy for a Planning Consultant to prove their case. 

2.      New developments likewise should expect, rightly, for their occupiers to be able to have 

parking permits. 

Essentially, the Borough’s parking policy will become impotent in this area. 

OUR CONCERN is that somehow a consent will be granted including for the removal of the condition 

within the Section 106A Agreement that residents will not be entitled to be granted a Residents 

Parking Permit.  Since this would have a significant impact on the public interest and this planning 

application has attracted many public objections should it be referred to the Planning Committee 

rather than being decided under Planning Officer’s delegated powers? 

Please can we urge you and other councillors representing us to ensure that the developers at The 

Firs comply with the formal requirements of their current consent(s). No more special treatment. 

Thank you and regards 

Nick Baylis 

For The Hampton Wick Association 

*The Local Plan adopted in July 2018 is similar. Pages 136 & 137 Policy LP 45 (Parking Standards and 

Servicing) and specifically Clause 11.2.2 re’ Section 106 Agreements. 

The Planning Application can be found here- 

http://www2.richmond.gov.uk/PlanData2/Planning_CASENO.aspx?strCASENO=21/3042/VRC&DocTy

peID=52#docs 

 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/t5mBCJQzjCxGXfVoChL?domain=www2.richmond.gov.uk
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/t5mBCJQzjCxGXfVoChL?domain=www2.richmond.gov.uk

